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BC Cancer Oncology Pharmacists Awarded Merit Award by the Canadian Association of 
Pharmacy in Oncology 

Vancouver, BC (June 5, 2021) – Anne Dar Santos and Kimberly Kuik from BC Cancer have been 
awarded the Merit Award by the Canadian Association of Pharmacy in Oncology (CAPhO). The award is 
given in recognition of their work in the implementation of oncology biosimilars in BC, a project aimed at 
improving patient care and outcomes. The award was presented at the CAPhO Virtual Conference 2021, 
on Saturday, June 5, 2021. 

Lynn Nakashima, BC Cancer Senior Director, Provincial Pharmacy, nominated the two oncology 
pharmacists because of their dedication to an interdisciplinary provincial Biosimilars Steering Committee. 
The committee struck to review the evidence, make recommendations on the implementation of 
biosimilars, develop educational materials and monitor the implementation process. She noted their 
instrumental assistance with the development of the literature evaluation and discussions with Tumour 
Groups to determine how the biosimilars would be implemented in BC; specifically the Oncology 
Biosimilars Utilization Policy, the comprehensive biosimilar information on the BC Cancer website, and 
numerous surveys and literature reviews. 

Dar Santos and Kuik both continue to be involved in the Biosimilars Steering Committee, which is now 
turning its attention towards outcomes monitoring. Nakashima wrote, “The implementation of the 
Oncology Biosimilars went very smoothly in BC. Clinician acceptance has been strong, and patient safety 
has been maintained. We certainly could not have done this without their efforts!”. 

About the Canadian Association of Pharmacy in Oncology 

The Canadian Association of Pharmacy in Oncology (CAPhO) is a member-directed association that 
promotes, supports and advances oncology pharmacy practice. CAPhO is a recognized leader of 
oncology pharmacy in Canada, with members including pharmacists, pharmacy technicians, assistants 
and students. We support the provision of safe and effective oncology pharmacy services to oncology 
patients. Mentorship, education and research support are some of the ways that CAPhO contributes to 
member professional development. CAPhO advocates for oncology pharmacy excellence through the 
collaboration and engagement with healthcare providers, patients and other organizations. Visit the 
CAPhO website at www.capho.org to find out more. 
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